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963 July 2, 1909 

New cholera cases at St. Petersburg. 

Doctor De Forest further reports, June 24 : 
St. Petersburg, June 23, 75 cases cholera. 

Epidemic typhus fever in Russian cities. 

The following information is received from Assistant Surgeon 
Wollenberg, at Naples, under date of June 7 : 

June 3 reports received at St. Petersburg showed a very severe 
epidemic of typhus fever present in the cities of Kief, Rostov, and 
Kharkov, in southern Russia. In the last-named city the disease 
has spread rapidly and prevails with great intensity, there being 
several hundrsd victims within a few days, and the number is 
increasing daily. The hospitals- are crowded, physicians and nurses 
have succumbed, and with insufficient medical service the city is 

Eanic-stricken. Many inhabitants are fleeing. The disease is 
elieved to have originated in the prisons. 

ST. LUCIA ISLAND. 

Report from Castries — Sanitary conditions. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Maylie reports, June 7 : 
Week ended June 5. Sanitary conditions of this port and vicinity 
are good. 

VENEZUELA. 

Reports from La Guaira — Decrees relative to declaration of infectious 
and contagious diseases and compulsory vaccination. 

Consul Manning reports, May 20 and 26: 

The Government of Venezuela has declared indispensable the 
declaration of all cases of infectious or contagious diseases, and has 
issued the following decree: 

Aeticle 1. All doctors of medicine are obliged to notify directors 
of sanitation or the presidents of hygienic bodies, and in their absence 
the civil authorities where they reside, of all cases which may appear 
of the following diseases: Enteric fever; typhus fever; malaria; small- 
pox and varioloid; measles; scarlatina or scarlet fever; whooping 
cough; diphtheria or croup; miliary fever; Asiatic cholera; cholera 
nostras; epidemic dysentery; bubonic plague; yellow fever; leprosy; 
erysipelas; beri-beri; actinomicosis; epidemic parotiditis; cerebro- 
spinal meningitis; infantile tetanus; ringworm of the scalp; filariasis; 
puerperal infection; infantile ophthalmia. 

Abt. 2. As soon as the physician has proved his diagnosis of any 
of the enumerated diseases, he will communicate the fact to the 
sanitary or civil authority, as also afterwards the result of the disease. 
In his report the physician will supply the following data: Name of 
patient; domicile; age; state date of treatment; result; hygienic con- 
dition of the domicile. 

Art. 3. Sanitary authorities will keep a special register of health 
reports received from physicians, and will make a weekly return 
thereof to the public hygiene commission. 
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Art. 4. On receipt of information of the existence of a case of con- 
tagious or infectious disease, the authorities will proceed to the isola- 
tion of the case, if required by its nature, or to dictate such other 
sanitary measures of prophylaxis as may seem necessary. 

Art. 5. Physicians are required to assist the authorities in isolation 
of such cases and in the better compliance with the measures of 
disinfection and sanitation. 

Art. 6. Physicians who do not comply with this decree will be 
liable to a fine. 

Art. 7. The execution of this decree is in the hands of the minister 
of the interior. 

Compulsory vaccination. 

May 26. The Government of Venezuela has issued a decree making 
vaccination against smallpox obligatory and requiring revaccination 
within a period not exceeding 8 years. This latter clause applies only 
to those vaccinated before reaching 20 years of age and who have not 
been revaccinated since. 

Those vaccinated after reaching 20 years of age will not be required 
to be revaccinated except in case the sanitary authorities should 
declare smallpox epidemic in any district, in which case all living 
within the infected zone who may not have been revaccinated within 
3 years will be required to undergo vaccination. 

To supply the vaccine virus required for use in Venezuela, the Gov- 
ernment will establish, under direction of a medical director, a vaccine 
institute. This institute will be provided with all .apparatus neces- 
sary for the manufacture and conservation of vaccme virvis on an 
ample scale. This institute will be under the immediate inspection 
of the Public Hygiene Commission of Caracas. 

While this institute will endeavor to supply the demand of Vene- 
zuela, yet the use and introduction of foreign virus will not be 
prohibited. 

This decree requires that foreigners coming to Venezuela must also 
comply with the law of vaccination, and it is perhaps wise to suggest 
that American travelers visiting Venezuela carry with them their cer- 
tificates of vaccination, unless they desire to undergo this operation on 
arrival at Venezuelan ports before landing. 

Thislaw is brought about, apparently, by the knowledge that small- 
pox is prevalent in various parts of Venezuela, and the Government, 
realizing its dangers, is desirous to stamp it out at once and maintain 
the country in a state of cleanliness. 

Decree relative to sanitary worTc at Caracas — Summary of plague from 
date of outbreak — Sanitary work at La Guaira continued. 

Consul Manning further reports, June 3 : 

The Government has issued a decree providing for inspectors of 
sanitation, who are directed to visit the houses in each district of 
the city, accompanied by laborers and carts and to order the destruc- 
tion of everything which may seem possible causes of infection. 

This decree also gives all owners of stables, coach barns, etc., a 
peremptory period of 15 days in which to change the floors in their 
buildings to concrete where the floors are of wood or flags and also to 
install a water service for the purpose of washing floore, etc. They 
will also be required to clean out all waste every 12 hours. 



